KIER: SOUTHLAKE WORKS


Please find details about this years planned works on Southlake Moor. The project was put on hold during 2025, this was a decision by the Environment Agency while they reviewed the project and carried out some value engineering and redesign.  
 
Despite the atrocious winter weather conditions work will commence this year in early March to carry out licensed water vole displacement and fish removal from the working area in the Burrow Wall Rhyne, adjacent to the entrance to the moor from Pathe Road (Access 6) and at the back of Grove Farm. 
 
 Construction works then start in earnest in April when we demolish the existing Access 6 bridge and replace it with a larger precast concrete culvert on a piled foundation. Obviously, these piling works will be noisy, but we hope to get the piling complete in just over 1 week during May.  
 
When the new access is finished in late June, we will start to bring in imported clay to form the new embankment adjacent to Burrow Wall Rhyne. The clay will be coming from our Stockpile in Westonzoyland and will be hauled by lorry directly into the Southlake site. Our lorries will travel backwards and forwards through Othery during the day, pausing lorry movements at school drop off and pick up times. As an aside we are planning to engage with the school to try and use these works as a learning opportunity.  
 
The decision to use lorries rather than tractors and trailers was taken to reduce the number of trips and allow us to finish the works as quickly as possible.  
 
KIER have made an application to Somerset Council to close Pathe Road for the duration of the work, to ease potential conflict in the narrow road leading to the site off the A361. There will be always access for residents and we will make arrangements to help those affected with rubbish collection days. Our intention is to open the road again at the weekends.  
 

 

