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In total across Wessex in the last four months we issued:
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The last four months of 2021 were remarkable in that, despite some records being broken for
both wet and dry weather, the overall result has been near average rainfall, river flow and
groundwater level across the Area. Even the coastal storms largely passed us by in Wessex.

Using raw numbers when it comes to rainfall can be misleading; the average annual rainfall
on Exmoor is nearly half as much again as Salisbury Plain so we usually compare monthly
totals with a long term average (LTA). The table below shows each month compared to 100%
of LTS or ‘normal’.
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Figure 1.2: Monthly rainfall totals as a percentage of the 1961 — 1990 long term average. Produced
using HadUK data based on the Met Office 1km gridded rainfall dataset derived from rain gauges
(Source: Met Office © Crown Copyright 2021). Provisional data based on Environment Agency 1km
gridded rainfall dataset derived from Environment Agency intensity rain gauges.












